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The Staff-Parish Relations Committee serves as a
liaison to our paid staff (office, custodian, choir director, organist), our Pastor, and the Conference. If you
have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please
feel welcome to speak with any of the following individuals: Ron White, Jon Ramgren, Linda Keniston,
Janet Maliga, Don Banton, Bonny Akeley, Ann
Norsworthy or our Congregational Coordinator,
Barb Sagat-Stover.

Our Inclusiveness Statement
Everyone is welcome at Pleasant Street United
Methodist Church (PSUMC), regardless of race,
class, sexual orientation, gender identity, political
affiliation or any of the myriad ways we categorize
and divide ourselves. What matters most to us, and
what unites us as a vibrant, compassionate community of faith, is the assurance that we are all beloved
children of God and of sacred worth to our Creator.
Pleasant Street United Methodist Church is a member of the Reconciling Ministries Network of The
United Methodist Church. We encourage people to
continue to engage the topics of
homosexuality and diversity by
hosting studies, speakers, and other events that provide opportunities for conversation, learning,
welcoming and growth.

Church Alive! is published monthly.
Items for publication are due
in the office by the 10th of each month.

Pleasant Street United Methodist Church
61 Pleasant Street
Waterville ME 04901
Handicapped Accessible
207-872-7564
E-mail: psumc@pleasantstreetumc.com
Website: www.pleasantstreetumc.com
www.facebook.com/PSUMC

Our Mission Statement

We are Christian disciples called together by God to
unite our hearts, hopes and talents for the benefit of
all God’s creation. Guided by the
Spirit of Christ, we strive to express
our faith through Spirit-filled
worship, service and hospitality.

Interim Pastor:
The Reverend Scott Campbell
Congregational Coordinator:
Rev. Barbara Sagat-Stover
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Is The UMC Really…? (Part 3)
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.

At Ask The UMC, we have been answering an increasing number of questions from congregations
wondering about the future of The United Methodist
Church and whether they should consider disaffiliating from it. These have included recurring questions
that reflect misperceptions or misinformation that
some congregations are receiving as they discern their
next steps.

to proceed in the Western Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
Peninsula-Delaware conferences) to file or threaten to
join NCLL-led lawsuits against their conferences unless the conferences immediately cease to require the
“onerous” conditions of Paragraph 2553 and instead
allow congregations to disaffiliate under Paragraph
2548.2.
That paragraph in the Discipline has been put forward
for some time now by the WCA and others to suggest
that: a) there could be a lower threshold of voting
(based on a simple majority of a charge conference instead of the two-thirds majority of a called church conference); b) no payments would be required; and c) the
whole matter could be addressed through a transfer of
the congregation, its property, and its assets to another
evangelical denomination through a comity agreement
that each conference could, if it so chose, simply create.

This is the third of a series of articles aimed to offer
accurate responses to such misperceptions or misinformation. As the previous two, this article is based
on a variety of questions we have received multiple
times through email, phone calls, and live chat. The
second article focuses on matters relating to human
sexuality. The first article in this series focuses on
matters relating to theology and pensions.
We welcome your questions and invite you to contribute to future articles in this series by sharing what you
are hearing about the process of disaffiliation or the
future of The United Methodist Church. Write
to AskTheUMC@umc.org.

The Judicial Council decision makes clear what has
always been the case about this paragraph. It has nothing to do with local congregations disaffiliating from
the denomination. It has to do solely with the transfer
of property. The only paragraph in the Discipline that
provides a means for a local church to become disaffiliated from The United Methodist Church while retaining its property and assets is Paragraph 2553.
The decision also notes that annual conferences have
no authority to create a comity agreement. The Council
of Bishops develops the agreement, which must then
be ratified by a General Conference to become effective. In the case of the Global Methodist Church, neither of those actions has occurred. There is no basis
even for a transfer of property under any comity agreement with the Global Methodist Church because no
such agreement exists or can exist at this time.

11. Able to allow congregations to sidestep the requirements of Paragraph 2553 in the Book of Discipline by using Paragraph 2548.2 as an alternative
path to disaffiliation?

Paragraph 2553 was adopted by the special called General Conference of 2019. It was introduced through a
substitute motion from an advocate for the Traditional
Plan. The motion to substitute passed by a margin of
two votes (402-400). The reason for the substitution
was that the disaffiliation proposal before the body at
the time as part of the Traditional Plan legislation had
already been declared unconstitutional and on several
points illegal by the Judicial Council. So, to provide
for any process for disaffiliation while retaining local
church property, Traditionalist leaders moved the
substitution of this provision. After debate, the
Continued

No. Judicial Council Decision 1449 is clear: “[T]he
process in ¶ 2548.2 may not be used as a pathway for
local churches to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church.”
What is at stake in this question? The Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA), an independent advocacy
group, in collaboration with the National Center for
Life and Liberty (NCLL, an unrelated “nonprofit legal
ministry”) has encouraged churches in several
conferences (Florida, Western North Carolina, Eastern
Pennsylvania, with “similar group actions” expected
2

Is The UMC Really…? (Part 3) Continued
substituted motion was approved 420-390. The Judicial Council subsequently affirmed its constitutionality when applied with the requirement in 2529.1.b.3
that the annual conference must provide final consent
to enact a disaffiliation. Paragraph 2553 remains the
only paragraph in the Discipline authorizing a process
for a local church to disaffiliate while retaining its
property and assets.

tendents know and, as pastors themselves, can relate
to the financial pressures some congregations may
face that limit their ability to pay their apportionments
in full, or sometimes, at all.

Meanwhile, a few annual conferences had also specified Paragraph 2548.2 as an option for disaffiliation in
some way. Two in particular who had done so (Texas
and Rio Texas) have now modified their policy documents to remove references to Paragraph 2548.2 as a
disaffiliation pathway.

In cases where congregations are refusing to pay all or
part of their apportionments, the district superintendent may take any of the following actions.

District superintendents also understand the difference
between hardship and refusal. The Discipline gives
them the tools to respond accordingly.

1. Require review of the local church’s potential
(Paragraph 213) as a United Methodist congregation. Is the congregation serving the purpose or able to
serve the purpose for which it was organized if it refuses to pay apportionments? If the conclusion of the
review is that it is not, the DS, with the district board
of location and building, the bishop, and a majority of
the cabinet, can recommend the closure of that local
church at the next session of the annual conference
(Paragraph 2549.1.a, 2.b).

12. About to change its statement on abortion from
life-centered to pro-choice?
No. It is true that revised Social Principles have been
submitted for consideration by the next General Conference. However, the revisions made to the section
addressing abortion do not alter the life-centered approach of The United Methodist Church on abortion.

2. Re-align the pastoral charge (Paragraph 419.9) in
consultation with the bishop. For churches with multiple appointed clergy, this could involve making fewer appointments. For churches with one clergy, it
could lead to a less than fulltime appointment.

“Tragic conflicts of life with life” remain the only circumstances in which abortion is considered justifiable
in the revised statement. No legislative proposals
submitted to the next General Conference call for any
other or any lesser standard.

3. Recommend, with the approval of the district committee on location and building, the bishop, and the
majority of the cabinet, the immediate transfer of all
property and assets of the congregation to the conference board of trustees (Paragraph 2549.3.b). In this
situation, the conference board of trustees would have
discretion about whether, and on what terms, to offer
the property and assets to the congregation for its possible future use, or to offer the property to another
buyer and direct the assets for the use of the annual
conference.

There is no basis to conclude the 2024 General Conference will make any change to the denomination’s
life-centered commitments regarding abortion.
13. Allowing local churches that refuse to pay apportionments (as the Wesleyan Covenant Association is now directing) to “get away with it”?
No. The Book of Discipline states: “Payment in full of
these apportionments by local churches is the first benevolent responsibility of the church” (Paragraph
247.14).

Any of these actions could be taken in response to any
congregation, regardless of its interest in disaffiliation, which refuses to pay its apportionments in full.
None of these actions would be taken as a means to
discourage or punish congregations simply seeking to
disaffiliate. Every bishop in the United Methodist
Church in the United States is committed to supporting congregations wishing to disaffiliate to do so in
accordance with the policies set by that conference’s
Continued

If the local church is incapable of fulfilling its first
benevolent duty, this begins to call into question
whether it remains viable as a local church or whether
it is in a position to afford the appointment or appointments it may currently have.
The decision about how to respond to such situations
lies with each district superintendent. District superin3

Greening Our Faith

Is The UMC Really…? Continued
board of trustees. United Methodist congregations
are free to pursue disaffiliation. They are not free
to sabotage the ongoing ministry of The United
Methodist Church as they do so.

Submitted by Grenda Banton

You know how those fabric
softener commercials show
pretty moms getting all cozy with a dryer sheet? Or
taking a big ol’ whiff of
their towels after they come
out of the dryer? If your
fabric softener has chemicals in it, don’t do that!
Liquid fabric softeners and dryer sheets make our clothes
feel soft and cuddly by leaving a layer of slimy, asthmainducing, skin-irritating chemicals on them. Just the
thing you want sitting on your kid’s skin all day, right?

Please take the time to read and contemplate the
gospel passage before coming to church on Sunday
morning. The readings in January are as follows:
● January 1:

New Year’s Day
Matthew 2:1-12

● January 8:

Baptism of the Lord
Matthew 3:13-17

And the lovely, fresh scent? Also chemicals — the
kind suspected of causing cancer and disrupting our
hormones.
Natural Laundry Softeners
Skip the toxic fabric softeners and pour 1/2 cup of distilled white vinegar or 1 cup of baking soda into the
washer instead.

● January 15: 2nd Sunday After Epiphany
John 1:29-42

• Use only white vinegar. Darker versions such as
balsamic or apple cider vinegar can stain fabrics.

● January 22: 3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Matthew 4:12-23

• White vinegar and baking soda dissolve soapy
residue from the washing machine and pipes as
they soften your laundry. This helps to lower the
risk of plumbing issues later on.

● January 29: 4th Sunday After Epiphany
Mathew 5:1-12

• White vinegar and baking soda are also natural
deodorizers. White vinegar kills odor-causing
bacteria in the laundry, while baking soda neutralizes sweaty odors. Both effectively remove the
smell of manufacturing chemicals from new
clothes.

Committee Meetings
This Month
Church Council
meets via Zoom on first Tuesday at 6 pm

• You can buy a small pack of wool dryer balls
online. (They are available on Amazon.) They’re
about 2 or 3 times the cost of a box of dryer sheets
or bottle of liquid softener, but they last for hundreds of loads, so you actually save money in the
long run.

Board of Trustees
meets in library on 3rd Monday at 6 pm
Finance Committee
meets via Zoom on last Tuesday at 6 pm

• Wool balls also help your clothes to dry faster,
which saves you money on the energy bill. The
wool doesn’t shed onto clothing, so the dryer balls
are hypoallergenic and safe for people with wool
sensitivities.
Taken from umcreationjustice.org

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
meets in parlor on 2nd Tuesday at 6 pm
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Bringing Our Church Into The Future
By Dan Beaulieu

Just as over 2000 years ago
God gave Paul the ability to
communicate to Christians
through his letters, God has
given us the ability to communicate with Christians all
over the world through social
media. Social media is the new
and effective way to get our message out to the world.

○ Someone to handle our Facebook page.
○ Someone to handle our new Linkedin
page.
○ Someone to handle our Instagram and
Twitter accounts.
• This committee will work together to establish,
develop, and implement an entire faith based
PSUMC based social media program.
Are you ready to help? Are you ready to follow in the
footsteps of Paul and spread the News, the news from
PSUMC?

And we need you to be a part of this cutting edge
development in evangelism.
Here are some facts:

Contact Dan Beaulieu at 207-649-0870 or email
danbbeaulieu@aol.com.

1. People are seeking a way back to the ways of
Jesus.
2. People are looking for kinder and more generous churches.
3. People are looking for a simpler and clearer
message.
4. People are tired of a society where unkindness
is celebrated, and kindness and “Do-gooding”
are scoffed at. And they want to do something
about it.
5. People are looking for kind churches, churches
where the table is long, and everyone is welcome. Churches like Pleasant Street United
Methodist Church.

Oh, and one more thing. God has already blessed us.
We have hired a professional website design company free to the church, the cost covered by one of our
members.
Now it’s up to us.

And one final fact: the mega churches are now in decline as people seek a clearer and simpler walk with
Jesus.

Sue Robe, Kathryn Gulitti, Mikayla Violette,
Betty Lou Jones, Michelle Lemieux,
Norma Julia, Arlene Plisga, Del Roderick,
Kathy Bulmer, Jean Groleau, Deb Cates,
Marjorie Jackson, Kelly Paquette, Karl Foss,
Terry & Pam McKinley, Sandra Dooley,
Mark Babin, Linda Roderick & Rodney Dixon,
Nike Gregory, The Beaucage Family,
Roxanne Bowie, Cheryle Whittakers, James Barnett,
Rev. Arlene Tully, DS, Jean Berard,
refugees throughout the world, Debora Lush,
people of Ukraine, Bishop Peggy Johnson,
Charlie and Donna Runnels,
David and Nancy Glusker and Family,
All those battling COVID, RSV, or the flu

Now is our time. People are looking for us. People
want to know about a church like PSUMC. They want
to hear our message and they want to join our crusade
of kindness and openness.
And God has given us the tools to spread his message
and our message of kindness.
Now it’s up to us.
Starting in January we are going to begin our social
media initiative and we are going to need your help:
Here is what we need:

Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for one
month unless we are notified otherwise. Please call or
e-mail the church office to add or delete names from
the prayer list.

• People to work on our outreach social media
committee. Including people to work on
the website.
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Pleasant Street United Methodist Church

Christmas Flowers
2022

The Advent Wreath is in loving memory of
Dr. Charles E. Towne
Given by his family and friends

In honor of:

Diane Engler
Given by Marshall and Carol Crothers

Our friends and the ministry at
Pleasant Street United Methodist Church
Given by Susan MacKenzie and Michael Donihue

Harold and Arlene Frost
Therese Frost
Given by Anne, Richard, Judy, Barb, Marj and Sue

In loving memory of:

Our parents
Given by Linda Keniston and Sandra Hammond

Rev. Gary R. Akeley
Given by Bonny Akeley

My husband, Allan Haury
Given by Jane Bird

Chuck Atkinson
Terry Atkinson
Given by Emily and Eric Atkinson

Harold Chesterfield Marden
Dorothy Harlow Marden
Robert Allen Marden
Margaret Ann Marden
Given by Don Marden

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Bowie
Edna Bowie
Shadow Bowie
Given by Roxanne Bowie

Harold, Althea, Lloyd, and Laurice Varney
Marjorie (Varney) Clifford
Stanley Shores
Teresa Knotts
Given by Esther Varney Shores and Bill Knotts

Suzanna Lynne Campbell
Given by her Family and her children,
Jesse and Caylum Campbell

Please take one

Become Part of Our Church Family
New Member Sunday
January 15, 2023
Anyone interested in
joining this church
should contact the
church office at
(207) 872-7564.

The 2022 Annual Reports are available on
the table outside the church office.
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Looking Back to Look Ahead
In preparing to write my first newsletter column for
2023, I decided to look back over the sermons I
have preached in 2022 to see if there was anything I
would want to carry forward to the new year. I
thought it might be interesting (to me at least) to
see if I could find a line or two from one of the sermons preached in each month of the preceding
year. Here is what I came up with.

July—The grace of God is not confined to what we
know. Ultimately, what we know is insufficient to
meet life’s challenges…In the end, we are, one and
all, dependent on the grace of God to face whatever
comes our way.
August—It may be that the most radical act of
Jesus, the one which finally gets him crucified, has
nothing to do with him challenging the political
powers of his day. It may be that the most radical
act of all is his willingness to rename sinners and
outcasts, to call them “forgiven and beloved ones.”
When sins are forgiven, when debts are canceled,
those who have invested in brokenness are left out
in the cold.

January—Sometimes the very best we can do is
to ask sincerely the right questions and then to wait
openly, honestly, and expectantly before our creator.
February—Sooner or later, and you can count on
this as long as you continue to draw breath, you
are going to be faced with the same choice Jesus
had to make—are you going to hurt someone in
order to follow a rule, or are you going to break a
rule in order to love someone?

September—If I think back to the persons who
have been most influential in my religious development, it has been those ones who have taught me to
listen to the voices that frightened me and see the
faces I had failed to see.

March—So, don’t let anyone lead you to believe
that what we are doing here on a Sunday morning
is something insignificant or irrelevant…What we
are doing here is…practicing the discipline of living lovingly before cruelty, righteously before injustice, and compassionately before indifference.
We are learning to bear hope in the face of despair,
to stand beside those who are despised and rejected, and to speak fearlessly for the voiceless.

October—We believe that God loves us, yes, and
we believe that we, secure in the knowledge of that
love, have been given a special opportunity to play
an important role in spreading such love, but nothing about our commission from God gives us status
that raises us a millimeter above any other human
being. We are servants of Christ and subject to the
commands of Christ’s Gospel.
November—Sometimes (angels) look like those
folks sitting beside you in the pews who pray over
prayer shawls that you may one day wrap around
your own shoulders when your world comes tumbling in on you…

April—In the end, our faithfulness will not be
measured by the comfort we offer to the contented
but by the degree to which we disrupt the dominant.
May—It happened again this week. Nineteen children and two teachers have been slaughtered, offered up as human sacrifice on the altar of gun
worship in this country, this time in Uvalde, Texas.

December—Finding peace and wholeness in
our lives and in our world begins with cherishing
relationships. The Christian’s search for peace is
grounded in trusting the promise of God that loving
one another is the basis of all blessing.

June—(On the story of the prodigal son) Grace is
given in many forms. Sometimes, as with a father,
grace washes over us like a great breaking wave,
sweeping us off our feet. And sometimes, as with a
brother, it is grudgingly granted, a reluctant inch at
a time. But always, in whatever form it comes, it
restores and redeems.

I hope that something here might have touched
something in you.
New Year’s Blessings,
Rev. Scott
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We Are Thankful For All Our
Holiday Fair Volunteers!
(Here Are Just a Few)
Pictures provided by Amy Earickson

Let’s Spread The Kindness
Submitted by Grenda Banton

“Make kindness a calling. All of us will hear the call
if we listen carefully – it is the sound of our hearts
pushing us to love one another, to treat each other
with love and respect, to act with generosity and
compassion. And each of us must find our own way
of responding.” ~ Brenda Knight and Becca Anderson
When you return from vacation, give street maps, foreign coins, subway tickets and extra postcards to a
child. These “treasures” make great items for Show
and Tell.
Sign up to be a bone marrow donor. This decision
could help save someone else’s life. Learn how you
can be a part of this donor database at
www.bethematch.org.

Audrey Fulling, Kiya (Jeannie Fuller’s dog) and Amy
Earickson (background)

Shovel the snow from your neighbor’s steps. Shoveling snow can be a very arduous task.
Help stop child hunger. Donate a week’s worth of
money you would spend on going out to eat to
www.feedthechildren.org.

5 - Charles Kelly
9 - C. Earl Carson
11 - Steven Saunders
11 - Cynthia Chase
14 - Eric Leimbach
18 - Jeffery Chavis
18 - Sara Dimmick
20 - Nancy Glusker
21 - Linda Benn

21 - Amy Cates
21 - Benjamin Thibert
22 - Aaron Worringham
24 - Patricia Stubenrod
25 - Morris Laskey
25 - Deborah Beaulieu
27 - Susan Grant
27 - Carol Crothers

Sandy Markowski and Sue Grant
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Church Council Minutes From December 6, 2022 Meeting
Submitted by Grenda Banton

We will be worshipping in fellowship hall to save oil
from January 1 to February 19. We will have an usher at the main doors using a Bluetooth speaker to hear
the worship service and an usher at the fellowship hall
door leading to the hallway. The fellowship hall outside doors will be kept locked so that the cold will not
be let in with people entering. In an emergency the
doors can be opened from the inside.

An update on the Safety Policy Task
Force, which the council had asked to
be formed, was given by Grenda.
There are seven people who volunteered to be on the task force: Carol
Crothers, Barb Sagat-Stover, Deb
Thurston, Jim Thurston, Jeff Earickson, Chuck VanDerburgh, and Grenda Banton. Jim
has contacted several Maine Methodist churches to
see how they are handling church safety. Deb has met
with the Waterville fire department and will meet this
week with an officer from the Waterville police department. We are making safety policies for emergencies such as fire, medical events and active shooters.

We researched having a live stream license and found
that One License provides a live stream license in
conjunction with its regular license. We were in
agreement to purchase the two licenses for a total of
$290.
Continuing her plan to have Narcan available in the
church building, which the council has already approved, Linda Keniston proposed having shelves installed in the food bank, the kitchen and each of the
bathrooms on all floors to hold the Narcan. This gives
people privacy to pick up Narcan if needed. Linda
will keep the shelves stocked. The shelves will be at a
height that only adults will be able to reach, even
though Narcan is not dangerous and has no effect on
anyone unless they are on drugs. There will be training available after worship after the holidays to anyone who wishes it. The plan was approved by the
council.

The tier one plan for emergencies we are using now
has an usher at the main doors and an usher at the
sanctuary doors during worship. We recognize that
we will need an usher team to make this plan work
well. Jeff Earickson is now our head usher with
Chuck VanDerburgh as the assistant head usher.

Human Relations Day Is
January 15, 2023
Together Our Reach Is Beyond Measure
Human Relations Day is a
denomination wide Special Sunday designed to
celebrate and raise awareness to further the development of better human
relations by involving congregations in community
and youth outreach. A special offering taken the Sunday before Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.
Gifts received for the offering build King’s vision of
“the beloved community” through programs such as
Community Developers and United Methodist Voluntary Services and Youth Offender Rehabilitation Programs.

Sunday, January 8
Are you new to Pleasant Street United Methodist
Church? Has it been awhile since you have had an opportunity to meet the leadership of our congregation?
A Newcomers luncheon will be held after worship on
Sunday, January 8. All Church leaders are encouraged
to attend, and the lunch is open to anyone interested in
learning more about who keeps Pleasant Street running so smoothly. A sign-up sheet will be available in
the Church narthex close to the event date!

For more than half a century, United Methodists have
observed this churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the message Jesus demonstrated during his
life: Each of God’s children are equally important.
9

Grades 5-6, The Beatitudes Activity Page. Spark ™ Sunday School © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
May be reproduced for local use only.
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Thank You For Your Generosity!

Dear All our friends at
Pleasant Street UMC,
Thank you for your gift
of hope for Maine Children this winter. Child-focused programs
that support mental health, adoption, parenting
support, trauma-informed education, and holiday assistance are so important for the longterm stability of Maine families, especially
now.

By Sarah Ramgren, Sunday School Coordinator

Since the nature of our work often deals with
sensitive information about youth and their
families, we can’t always tell specific success
stories. But this time, we can tell you that an
anonymous client from our Family Counseling
Center shared their healing story with our
community as part of this client’s TraumaFocused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TFCBT). We were able to create a video about
this young client’s journey, which can be
viewed on our YouTube channel here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UBkYFUPhGWo .
In the video, the client encourages other young
folks who share similar deeply traumatic experiences to talk to a therapist they can trust.
The client said: “eventually, you will start
to feel empowered by your story. Don’t let
your story have power over you.”
At Maine Children’s Home, we hear stories of
hope like this client’s message every day in
our Family Adoption Program, Family Counseling Center, Teen Parent Education Program, Connected Families Project, and Christmas Program. And, because of generous people like you, we can provide specialized therapy treatments such as TF-CBT, which is the
treatment that has helped this particular client
move forward in their healing journey.
You make a difference with your gift, and
we are so incredibly grateful for you.
Thank you.

Elizabeth Barron, Director of Philanthropy and
Community Engagement

Now all of the people could see Jesus.

Children of all ages are invited to join us for Sunday School
during the 9:30 am service, after the children’s message.
Here’s our January learning schedule:
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22
January 29

No Sunday School (New Year’s Day)
Service Project
No Sunday School (Martin Luther
King, Jr. Weekend)
The Disciples (Matthew 4:12-23)
The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12)

Join us as we learn about God, work together, and have fun,
too!
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News From The Finance Committee
By Dan Beaulieu, Finance Committee Chair

Let’s strive to become a true beacon of kindness that
inspires others to join our crusade of kindness.

Happy Kinder and Gentler New
Year as we turn the page and God
presents us with the gift of another
brand spanking new year!

Let’s pray that our church, our community, our country, and our world becomes a nicer, gentler, and kinder place in 2023.

The budget is done. Our finances
are solid for another year. Our Stewardship campaign
was a success. People are engaged. We are seeing
new faces in the pews on Sundays. Things are good,
God is good.

Once again thank you for your generosity of both
funds, spirit, and kindness, and let’s hope that we will
all remain safe for another year.

And it’s all because of you the good people of
PSUMC!

Have a happy and blessed New Year filled with simple acts of kindness.

Now its time to look at this new year. All 365 days of
it, all 52 weeks of it, all 8,760 hours of it and look for
ways to make the world a better place.

Your finance committee
Stewart, Connie, and Dan

Let’s spread our message of kindness to the rest of the
neighborhood, the rest of the community.

You Shop Amazon Smile Donates

Let’s show people what hard work and kindness can
do for others, how a simple act of kindness can
change a life and change the world.

Every little bit helps, Pleasant Street United Methodist
Church is registered with Amazon.com. This means
that when you buy from Amazon, instead of going to
www.amazon.com go to www.smile.amazon.com and
it will take you to their Amazon Smile page where you
can write in Pleasant Street United Methodist Church
and .5% (1/2 of one percent of your total sale) will be
donated to PSUMC. It doesn't seem like much, but if
we all do it, it will add up. Please contact the office if
you have any questions.

Let’s take our funds and spread them as far as we can
spreading Jesus’s word through our own acts of kindness
Let’s pray to the holy spirit that he gives us more
ideas, more new and innovative ways to spread our
message of kindness.

Snow Cancellation Policy
Coordinator and Chair will make the decision together. We now have the ability to email the entire congregation at the same time. If you are willing to share
your email address with the office, please send it in
and request to be added to our "General Distribution"
List. Also, we will post changes of schedule on our
Facebook Page. If you have questions or are unsure if an event is
taking place, it is fine to call the Office (872-7564) or the pastor (617875-1585). In the event of a worship cancellation, worship materials
will be posted on our Facebook
Page to facilitate worship at home.

Our top priority in our Snow Cancellation Policy is
your safety. Generally, if the Waterville Public
Schools are canceled on a weekday, then church activities that day and evening will be canceled as well.
However, in-person meetings could be changed to
Zoom meetings and Sarah could send out the link to
meeting members even if she was unable to make it in
to the building. Generally, we will not cancel Sunday
morning worship except for the most threatening of
storms, but please use your common sense in not putting yourself at risk. The pastor will make the decision on cancelling worship in consultation with the
Congregational Coordinator and Church Council
Chair. In the Pastor's absence, the Congregational
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Pleasant Street United Methodist Church
61 Pleasant Street
Waterville, Maine 04901

Thursday

January, 2023
Wednesday

Sundays in January
9:30 am
Worship in fellowship hall
After Children’s Message - Sunday school for
children of all ages in nursery
After service - Fellowship Time in fellowship hall

Tuesday
5

Monday

Sunday
4

8:30-10:30 am - Food
Bank Client screening conference room
5:30-7 pm - TOPS - robe
room 5:30-7 pm - Girl
Scouts - scout room

3

8:30-10:30 am - Food Bank
Client screening - conference
room 4:30-6:30 pm - NA chapel 6-7 pm - Building Strengthrobe room 6-7 pm - Boy Scout
Commissioners - scout room 6-9 pm
- Kennebec Valley District Boy
Scouts - fellowship hall 6:30-9 pm Kennebec Valley District Boy Scouts
- conference room & nursery 6:30
pm - Senior Choir - Choir room

2

8:30-10:30 am - Food
Bank Client screening conference room 56:45 pm - Daisy Troop scout room 5:30-7:30 pm Daisy Troop - fellowship hall
*6 pm - Church Council via Zoom 7-8:30 pm - Boy
Scouts - scout room

11

8:30-10:30 am Food Bank Client
screening - conference
room 5:30-7 pm - TOPS robe room 5:30-7 pm Girl Scouts - scout room
5:30 pm - Sorting - basement

1

Staff Holiday
8:30-10:30 am &
5-7 pm - Food Bank Client
screening - conference
room 6-7 pm - Building
Strength - robe room 6-7:15
pm - Soul Builders - member’s
homes 6:30 pm - Soul Sisters
- via Facebook video chat

10

8:30-10:30 am - Food Bank
Client screening - conference room 4:30-6:30 pm - NA chapel 6-7 pm - Building Strengthrobe room 6-9 pm - Pine Tree
Council - scout room 6-9 pm - Boy
Scouts - conference room 6-9:30
pm - Boy Scout Leaders - fellowship
hall 6:30 -9pm - Kennebec Valley
District Boy Scouts - nursery 6:30 pm
- Senior Choir - Choir room

Discretionary Fund
Offering
*No Sunday school
*Newsletter articles due
8:30-10:30 am - Food
Bank Client screening - conference room 5-6:45 pm Daisy Troop - scout room
5:30-7:30 pm - Daisy Troop fellowship hall *6pm - SPRC parlor 7-8:30 pm -Boy Scouts
- scout room

25

8:30-10:30 am Food Bank Client
screening - conference
room 4:30-6:30 pm - NA chapel 6-7 pm - Building
Strength- robe room 6:30
pm - Senior Choir rehearsal - Choir room

Office Staff Working:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 1:15 pm
(207) 872-7564
Pastor’s Cell: (617) 875-1585
psumc@pleasantstreetumc.com

Saturday

7

Friday
6

9 -11am - Book
Discussion Group - via
zoom

14

4:30 - 6:30 pm Tourmaline Singers
rehearsal - choir room
5:30-7:30 pm - NA -

13

4:30 - 6:30 pm Tourmaline Singers rehearsal - choir room
5:30-7 pm - NA - parlor

20

28

9 -11am - Book
Discussion Group - via
zoom 11-5 pm - AA fellowship hall

21

9 -11am - Book Discussion Group - via zoom

27

4:30 - 6:30 pm Tourmaline Singers
rehearsal - choir room
5:30-7 pm - NA - parlor

26

9 -11am - Book
Discussion Group - via
zoom

8:30-10:30 am Food Bank Client
screening - conference room
5:30-7 pm - TOPS - robe
room 5:30-7 pm - Girl
Scouts - scout room

4:30 - 6:30 pm Tourmaline Singers rehearsal - choir room
5:30-7 pm - NA - parlor

19

12

8:30-10:30 am &
5-7 pm - Food Bank
Client screening conference room 6-7 pm Building Strength - robe
room 6-7:15 pm - Soul
Builders - member’s homes
6:30 pm - Soul Sisters - via
Facebook video chat

17

8:30-10:30 am Food Bank Client
screening - conference
room 5:30-7 pm - TOPS robe room 5:30-7 pm Girl Scouts - scout room
6 pm - Fundraising meeting - via Zoom

9

*Newcomers
Luncheon
After service -Youth Choir
rehearsal - choir room
After service - Bell Choir
rehearsal - robe room
2-4 pm - AA - fellowship
hall

16

8:30-10:30 am 8:30-10:30 am - Food
Bank Client screening Food Bank Client
conference room 5-6:45 screening - conference
pm - Daisy Troop - scout room
room 4:30-6:30 pm - NA 5- 7:30 pm - PFLAG - parlor 5:30chapel 6-7 pm - Building
7:30 pm - Daisy Troop - fellowStrength- robe room
ship hall 7-8:30 pm -Boy Scouts
- scout room
6:30 pm - Senior Choir
rehearsal - Choir room

8

15
Martin Luther King Jr
Day (Staff Holiday)
6 pm - Board of Trustees library 6-7:15 pm - Soul
Builders - member’s
homes 6:30 pm - Soul
Sisters - via Facebook
video chat

31

8:30-10:30 am - Food
Bank Client screening - conference room 56:45 pm - Daisy Troop scout room 5:30-7:30 pm Daisy Troop - fellowship hall
*6 pm - Finance - via Zoom
7-8:30 pm -Boy Scouts scout room

18

*New Member
Sunday
*Human Relations
Day special offering
Extra Mile Offering
*No Sunday school
After service - Bell Choir
rehearsal - robe room

23

Strength - robe room 6-7:15
pm - Soul Builders - member’s
homes 6:30 pm - Soul Sisters via Facebook video chat

30

8:30 - 10:30 am &
5 - 7 pm - Food Bank
Client screening - conference room 6-7 pm - Building Strength - robe room
6-7:15 pm - Soul Builders member’s homes 6:30 pm Soul Sisters - via Facebook
video chat

24

22

8:30-10:30 am & 5-7
8:30-10:30 am pm - Food Bank
Food Bank Client
Client screening - conferscreening - conference
ence room 6-7 pm - Building room 5-6:45 pm - Daisy
Troop - scout room 5:307:30 pm - Daisy Troop fellowship hall 7-8:30 pm
-Boy Scouts - scout room

After service -Youth Choir
rehearsal - choir room
After service - Bell Choir
rehearsal - robe room

29
After service -Youth
Choir rehearsal - choir
room After service - Bell
Choir rehearsal - robe
room

*More information elsewhere in newsletter
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Church Alive!

JANUARY, 2023

The Pleasant Street
United Methodist Church
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